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ARMANDO CASTRO
Colombia, 1961

Art has the ability to affect us and take us on a mysterious journey that brings us to question, feel, and
comprehend matters in a way which we may not have done so before. Armando Castro plays upon these
subjects by presenting two elements, paper and farmers, that are, in a manner of speaking, becoming
obsolete in our industrialized and digitalized world. Society is turning from paper books to kindles, from
newspapers to computers, and in the farming world, from natural food to processed food. We forget,
however, that both are still fundamental to our lives. Urban life is in no way more important or primary to
rural life, in fact, it depends upon it. Regardless, as we continue forward seeking “improvements” to our way
of life, the rural lifestyle is considered lesser or secondary.

Castro seeks to recover the importance of paper and to denounce the manner in which our world has
forgotten the significance of the agrarian way of life. By using cardboard as his canvas, he elevates this
“disposable” product to that of art. What was once used to pack and ship other industrialized materials and
objects has now been rescued and has instead become a primary element. The origins of paper are noble,
used to record history and literature, and should represent the greatest creative expression. The origins of
rural life are dignified as well, since it is in the countryside where our way of life began, from where our
sustenance comes.

Using oils, acrylics, pastels and watercolors, Armando Castro manipulates large cardboard pieces so that they
become part of an aerial landscape. His pieces are silent, yet powerful, and urge the viewer to meditate upon
what is being presented in each work. The nobility and essence of each figure, just as that of the paper that
makes the cardboard, is to be studied and appreciated, urging a reconsideration of our current way of life,
and of the hierarchies which society has created.
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